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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To most suitably select a threshold of 
picture element values for extraction at the time of 
extracting internal organs or an arbitrary area from a 
displayed medical picture. 

CONSTITUTION: A picture element frequency area 
calculating circuit 9 takes data of a graph, which is 
outputted from a graph generating circuit 7, as the input 
to calculate the area of the picture element frequency in 
the range between designated upper and lower limit 
thresholds of picture element values, and upper and 
lower limit thresholds inputted by an input device 8 are 
displayed as index lines on the graph by a threshold 
selecting circuit 1 0, and an area extracting circuit 1 1 
extracts and displays areas of only picture element 
values in the range selected by the threshold selecting 
circuit 10. Thus, thresholds of picture element values for 
extraction are most suitably selected to extract a 
specific area at the time of extracting internal organs or 
an arbitrary area from the displayed medical picture. 
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